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After I received a PhD in theoretical physics at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1963 I was in a two-years 

postdoctoral position at Lawrence Radiation Laboratory in Livermore California. In 1965 I wanted an assistant professor 

position in a research university, but was not satisfied with what was available for me. 

A friend of mine, Dr. Thomas Buford, a philosophy graduate student at Boston University whom I had met at Tremont 

Temple Baptist Church in Boston Massachusetts, told me that he had accepted an assistant-professor appointment at a 

new interdisciplinary Baptist college, Kentucky Sothern College (KSC), in Louisville Kentucky. Because I had gotten an 

excellent education at Oklahoma Baptist University (OBU) I considered joining KSC with an idea of “paying forward” my 

good education at OBU. Also, the interdisciplinary aspect of KSC greatly interested me in order to broaden my 

knowledge of other fields of study. 

I was an assistant professor at KSC for two years 1965-1967. In my second year at KSC I sought an assistant professor 

position or a physics research position at a company. For example, I flew to California to interview for a position at 

Aerospace Corporation. In the process I heard from a former physics colleague at Lawrence Radiation Laboratory, Dr. 

Richard Arndt, who told me that he was offered an assistant professor appointment at Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

(VPI) (later with a shorter name of Virginia Tech) and that he had told VPI that he would accept if they also offered me 

the same appointment. In April 1967 I flew to Roanoke Virginia and on a ride on country roads to Blacksburg, the home 

of VPI, I was impressed with the dogwood and redbud trees in bloom. That and the fast rise of VPI caused me to accept 

the appointment. 

Here are some pictures of the beautiful campus of KSC as it appeared in June 2019 when I was in Louisville for the 50th 

anniversary of the last year of KSC’s existence. (About 75 people were at the reunion, including two professors.) 
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Here are pictures of where we lived on Altawood Court in the Anchorage section of Louisville: 

 

 



 

 

 

 


