Fork over DNA, see if you're Franklin’s kin

PHILADELPHIA — An ama-
tenr genealoglst wanis to create
a way for peopls to find out
whether they're descetded Bom
Benjamin Franklin, and he
needs some DNA to do it

One possibility, of course,
wollld be digging up Franklin's
bones, which have been buried
for 312 years near Independence
Hall. Since that seems unlikely,
L. David Roper I3 fofsing on
oen with well-documented ties
to the statesman and inventor,

Roper says all he needs from
the candidates 1= a slnple, $150
analysis of thelr ¥ chromo
somes — genetic materlat hand-
ed down from fathers to sons.

Y chromosomes change Infire-
quently firom generation to gen-
eration. Even after two cen-
turles, males rmolated  to
Franklin would have nearly
identical cnes, Roper sald.

“This is as close as we can get
to Benjamin's DNA without ex-
huming him or Anding one of
his teeth,” said Roper, a retlred
Virghriia Tech phywsies professor
who lives in Blacksbure, Va.

A DNA tzat showed Thomas

The Associsled Praas
L David Hoper is fGCHEg on mem — rup weriert — with establisfed
ties to Fraonkiin. Men's Y chromosoines change infrequently, he said,

Jefferson waus related to the
child of one of his slaves, Sally
Hemings.

Roper said he doesn't know of
any practical use for his re
search, though it could smash
or suppart a hit of family
mythology. Hias mother i3 &
Franklin, and he plans to test
himsalf,

In the decades after his death,
rumors Jew that Frapkling, a

printer and philosopher who
persvaded France to enter the
Bevolutlonary War and helped
craft the Constitution, may
have fathered several children
out of wedlock,

"1 got & ¢all from a guy who
thinks he is descended fiom an
legitimate 2on of Benjamin's,”
Roper said. “Who knowa? This
would tell us.™ _

Donors would have to pay the

:15I}fee which wouwld go o the
labfor the testing,

DA sampling is painless, re”
quiring only a few cells
swabbed from inside of the
cheek. But it does have limita-
tions, sald Dr. Seott Wondward,
& Brigham Young University
professor and expert on molecy-
lar genealogy.

Y chromosomes can tell only
whether someone is related o
anather person, ot whether
they are directly descended
from them, he sald The tests
alsn don't work for womet, who
have no Y chromoscome and
whose X chromosomes change
more frequently from genern-
tion to generation.

Roper has already received
DNA samples from possible
Franklin relatives, most of
whom share a pattern of Y chro-
mosome markers, He s still
working cn estimating the se
quenee for Franklin himself.

Roper said he'll alzo continae
looking for something that
might have Franklin's actual
DNA in It — like a tooth thai
might have been puilad by W
dentist, then hidden eway. :



